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5 screw-ships are slow.. Without multiplying in- 


stances, we may say thatthe Himalaya and } 
Australian, screws, have made as fast time as 
the Persia, paddle,—16} knéts, for 24 hours to 
géther; and with greater economy. Whatever 
may be the theoretical conclusion, the practice 


| of acountry which owns.more-squadrons 


“ihe arrival of the Great. Eastern, whatever 
<May-be her:success,’ will. at least have the 
good effect of recalling public attention in this 
country to the general subject. of Ocean Navi- 
‘gation by Steam. The last few years have. 
_been specially disastrous to both. the welfare 
and the reputation of the United States. in re- 
gard to this most important.interest. The 
present season of steam na navigation between | 
North America and-Europe opened with forty- 


| five steamships, forty of which, ‘béing an ag- 
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gregate of 81,000 thousand tons, are owned 
2 Na Bevan embed rae ahd only, being an aggre- 
‘] gate ot 12,000 tons, by Americans. Mean- 
‘| while, the whole. Collins’ fleet, the, most mag- 
»| nificently.eppointed.in the world, after lying 


'| idle all Summer, at'last abandoned the field. In 


-| view of the active competition of England, the 
growing prosperity of the German towns, and 
the maritime ambition and augmented com- 
‘activity of France, we may look, as 

rsnow shape themselves, for the final 


iD Sle atbat Gn soon Anmariaehabie and the. 
total surrender of the trade to foreign bottoms. 


If this is true of the American steamship inter- 
est, it is equally so of many others, but not of 
all, for even with a partial application of new 
principles which have arisen within the last 
ten years, great fleets of foreign ships are, to- 
day, running with an economy which. asks .no 


favors. from Government and defies competi- . 


tion. It matters very little that ‘the fastest 
time has been’made by American ships, when 
our regular, every-day lines are. kept in dock 
by superior foreign economy. 

Now whether it isbest to lie still and up- 
braid Government for withholding subsidies, or 
to go heartily to work and make ships that 
will do the work at half the cost, is a ques- 
tion which ought not to require. urging upon 
@ people who never. stop bragging of their 
smartness and ingenuity. Let us ‘for a mo- 
ment forget. thet. it is possible;to secure an- 
earned money out of ‘and inquire 
if there are not leaks to stop. in ‘our “steamship 


‘system which would ‘save twice the amount. 


Then, if that precarious’ and most mutable 
thing, a.eubsidy, be granted,so much the bet- 
ter; if not, not much the worse. Can there 
be anything more ‘reasonable and straightfor- 
ward than to incorporate the’elements of inde- 


nd _}. pendence in our very ships, or anything more 
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foolish than for business men to rely solely on 
the freaks of politicians ? 

. There. is. indeed.a cause which will for some 
time to come oppose . American ships—a great- 
er cost of labor and supplies than exists abroad. 
But it isa minor cause when compared with 
the consumption of "fifty unnecessary . tons. of 
coal. per» day, Our rates of insurance, it is 
true, are heavier than in England, but:can we 
wonder af this*when we consider the fate of 
the Arctic, Pacific, Humboldt, Franklin, Win- 
field Scott, Yankee’ Blade, Golden Age, Inde- 


stances of the most aggravated rears 
But there is 


the engines ‘of 
Merrimack, Roanoke, Colordido, and Wabash, 
were not constructed on the most: approved 
plan. Besides, the enormous timber stern-post 
and rudder-post of wooden ships, carrying a 
wave nearly at the velocity of the vessel, cover 
up much of the useful area of the screw. Our 
machinists, though possessing every facility, 


i. | and more than British originality, have not yet 


had *the* experience in screw ship-building 


" =| : Shere: 7 attr gonad things abroad. But 
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we own ships, is:the:true test, and that prac 
tice is in favor of the ‘strew. 

The material of ships is a question of the 
highest importance as to’ their ‘durability and 


‘economy of working and_.stowage.._ The val- 
uable space taken up by timber sides and 


beams is enormous. The fine hollow lines to 
which iron may be. moulded cannot be. fol- 


lowed in wood. The.screw shaft passing | 


through a timber stern post. enlarges’ it to un- 
gainly dimensions, and the post in its turn 
greatly injures the effect of the screw by 
standing in its way, as before-mentioned. But 
with iron the whole stern may be as sharp as 
‘a razor, except the exact area .of the screw 
bub. The relative strength and durability ar 
iren and wood are in ships as they are in all 
other constructions,—the one the type of the 
required qualities, the other subject to fracture 
and decay.. A few fron ships have come to 
pieces in storms, but this is traced to bad 
workmanship.. Their durability. when cast 
upon rocks is proverbial. ‘The Tyne upon the 
Dorset coast, and the City of ‘Philadelphia 
on the rocks off Cape Race, and several other 
iron hulls, have withstood breakers that would 
have beatén a wooden ship into fragments. 

With us iron -is expensive, but our recog- 
nized ingenuity ought to balance this by sav- 
ing labor and cost in the processes of making 
ships. « As it is, riveting by machinery, a com- 
mon practice abroad, is not adopted in the 
States. Our political economy will not allow 
us to import cheap iron free for the sole benefit 
of ship-owners, but our Government can at 
least protect our iron. manufacturers by sta- 
bility in the regulation of the duty. 

In the matter'of shape, Our ocean steamers 
may be decidedly reformed. After building 
the fastest river and clipper hulls in the world, 
it is a pity to be second beat in any craft: Our 
modellers of ocean vessels should study our 
river boats, as well as their European copies 
and adaptations. There is a popular idea that 
very sharp vessels will “hog,” “ break their 
backs,” steer badly, and run under in a heavy 
sea. But the largest European experience is 
to the contrary. The Himalaya and Aystra- 
hian‘are slightly less in length then eight times 
their beam. The Joma, which has run twenty 
miles an hour, is in length 102 times her 
width; the Persia is eight to one ; three of the 
New-Haven and Dieppe boats, which are on 
the .exact, model of the Great Eastern, and 
which on the channel, in proportion to their 
size, encounter Atlantic storms are 8} to 1, and 
the Wave Queen, which rode and steered. re- 
markably well, although she was stranded by 
trying to ‘cross New-Haven bar at low tide, 
was 14 to 1. . Increase of length in proportion 
to width is universally admitted to be the chief 
method of increasing speed and saving: fuél, 
and with iron, or especially, with steel ships 
now coming into .use, and. with ed 
methods of framing, there is no t that 
ships of atleast 10‘or 12 to 1 will soon’ ¢ome 
objection urged against sharp ships,—that |: 
their sharp lines.do notallow stowage-room, 

) | ooking st” it; ievaupther:light"an 
for with a given stowage contents; add 50 feet 


- patron aed ete to each end, and the 


ae tT Seek Tawa fadentinae Whaat Shank, , 
| to allow ourselves to be absolutely driven from 


the ocean by the superior skill and. enterprise 
of other countries. Still less are we .excusa- 
ble when we have only to avail ourselves of 
the tested and tried experience of Great Brit- 
ain, and adopt what she has proved to. be 
worthy of our adoption. 
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Tar Ovp Txicx.—Our readers may have 
noticed that the notorious .Enrigur, whose 
name has for years been conspicuously and 
constantly connected with the swindling of 
emigrants, and of other strangers in the city 
had been arrested on . 
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service, and to establish that service upon 
a footing at once so permanent and so 


‘Hionorable that respectable men may fot 


be ashamed: or afraid to enter it... The 





Secak Macias. te cialade tae eee 
turning to thelr homes were often affected to aah 
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adopting the. rule which forbids 
from taking an active part as partisans ; 


may not be-always just or impartial in enforc- 


ing it, but the rule is a good one, and should be | 
maintained,—whether the Commissioners ‘ob- 
serve it in their own cases or not. It is better 
ee ee eT 
should be allowed to become noisy, 

eatine warty 

“The same rule ought to be’ introduced into 
the Custom-house, the Post-office, and every 
other department “of the public service. -The 
men employed should be trained i etriedy 1 | 
knowledge of their duties, and held strictly to 
the faithful and honest performance of them : 
—and then they should be kept in office. 
good behavior. In that-way, and in no 4 
can the public ‘service. be properly cared for. 
Everything in the present mode of doing busi- 
ness tends directly towards dishonesty and in- 
capacity. Men are appointed not for their 
character or their qualifications, but because 
they have been’ serviceable partisans. They 
know that their term is short~—that the advent 
of a new party will eject them,—and they nat- 
urally cast about to make hay while their sun 
continues to shine. Integrity, fidelity and ca- 
pacity avail them nothing. in. the long run. 
They cannot look upon their positions as a per- 
manent and: reliable dependence. They are 
mere tenants at will, and ‘feel neither obliga- 
tion nor interest in making anything more of 
their posts than a temporary convenience. 
The inevitable‘result is, that'they avail them-. 
selves of-every possible chance to make money 
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would be forcibly abated. Very little attention was | .- 


tained the assistance of the Police; anda. 
made by nearly apr men, under. 







by their offices,—either by robbing the Govern- | pound 


ment directly or indirectly, or else by using its 


power to levy black-mail upon those who are | 


compelled to do business with it. The mer- 
chants of this City who have business with 
subordinate officers of the Custom-house, could 
give detailed illustrations of the manner in 
which the existing practice works, which would 
demonstrate the absolute necessity of a thor- 
ough change. 
We hope the rule to which our correspondent 
refers will continue to be enforced,—and that, 
too, whether the Commissioners themselves. 
in it of not. 


a 
Another City Judgment. - ; 

In another column will be founda report by 
the Street Commissioner setting forth the facts 
in relation to another of the fraudulent judg- 
ments obtained against the City in connection 
with his Department. It is the old story. A 
case with no legs to stand on in Court; is car- 
ried on a legal stretcher before a Referee, al- 
ready famous for the number of decisions he 
has given against the City. 

The law specially provides ‘that casés shall 
“‘only be referred where a long account is in- 
volved,” as in disputes of partnerships, or 
cases of commercial agencies where books. 
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the acting Mayor, Kausriatsox, and for # shortseason . Bishop PS 
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The Inspector’s forces frequently have their work 
to.do twice or even three times over, as the reclaimed 


very unwholésome dict for the poor to whom -it 


peddled, no doubt Mr. Downine is in supposing 
that.a great cause of mortality nad teas 
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former decisions, and the admitted . invalidity, 
under the Charter, of a contract made with 
the highest, and not the lowest, bidder, 

It was not taken into Court, however, but 
brought before the same Referee who gave 
judgment in favor of Joun Prrrigrew for 
, on'a contract containing one forged 


: na Me per ant Cly ieepacier, ipo Wie alone the 
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Mr. Dowmne calls latsiei to the significant fact 
in this.connection, that the Offal Contractor asks, for 
larger pay than formerly, on the ground that the 
breaking-up of the piggeries devolves upon him. the 
necessity of removing eighty tons of offal, where be- 
fore ten tons were all that was placed at his disposal 
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good authority that an effort is now in ; 
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